1801, at Noyon (Oise), a small town 40 miles north of Paris. His parents were Adrien Donne, a successful business man in that town, and Marie Anne Gely.
He was educated there at the local school and with tutors, and then, at the age of 20, he moved to Paris with his family. Although he had a dislike of law as a career, he embarked on this discipline at his parents' insistence. He qualified as a lawyer but did not practise, and then became a late starter as a medical student, when he entered the Paris Faculty at the Sorbonne at 25 years of age.
We see him to be of normal build and carefully, but not flamboyantly, tailored. His facial features belied his intellectual qualities. He could be a convivial companion, but had a reflective temperament, with a bent for inventive handiwork. He created no little interest and envy among his fellow students by arriving for classes in his own carriage! He was innately a modest man about his successes in later life and indeed his colleagues were astonished when they learned of his unprecedented microscopical observations.
A few years later he married Marie Antoinette Joantho, although very strange to say there seems to be no record of any religious or civil ceremony. Through his wife, he became linked with a well known medical family, the des Essarts. His brotherin-law was the distinguished medical authority, Dr For some considerable time during this period of intensive research, teaching, and clinical work, Donne had realized very vividly that microscopes were invaluable for the proper illustration and understanding of his lectures. In spite of hostility, and obstinate bias, and perhaps jealously, from several alleged friends and colleagues, he organized a microscopy course at his own expense! He installed twenty microscopes with artificial lighting in the amphitheatre of the Lecture Hall and he gave instruction both by day and in the evening-as many of his students took evening classes after their daily occupations.
The clinical lecturers of Paris, both physicians and surgeons, vindicated Donne's fight for recognition of the microscope. In default of action by the Faculty, they met on November 10, 1837, after nomination by the General Council of Paris Hospitals, and strongly pointed out in a report that Donne's important discoveries must be encouraged and emulated with further microscopy in medicine and surgery.
In July, 1839, Louis Daguerre, one of the inventors of photography, presented his discovery to the Academyof Sciences, Paris. Donne becamemost interested in these remarkably life-like photographic reproductions, and there and then resolved to incorporate these splendid adjuncts into his lectures. It was his method to lecture and to show daguerreotype illustrations; after the lecture the students studied labelled subjects under the microscope. In 1844 he described his procedure in a book entitled 'Cours de Microscopie' which demonstrated the scope of the instrument (Donn6, 1844):
(1) 'I often heard spontaneous remarks of commendation of the audience at the sight of these pictures full of life.
I am therefore surprised that one takes no advantage of this method of demonstration during lectures; a method so fit to support the zeal and talent of the teacher, to win the attention of the audience, to develop the propensity for studies, and to spread new ideas. As for myself, no sacrifice made me hesitate to use this powerful instrument.' (2) 'My lectures attended by a great number of French and foreign students contributed to making the importance of the microscope understood and to gaining the interest and confidence it merits. I know what there is still to accomplish in diffusing the knowledge of this instrument in medical practice; to popularize it is essential. By looking back half a score years, and by seeing the progress of this science-it is impossible to lack confidence in its future.'
He may truly be regarded as one of the fathers of visual aid, after such expositions both to scientists and to the public. There are in existence two photographs of Donne and his wife and children, reproduced here from the faded originals kindly lent by Mme de Vismes who is Dr Donne's last descendant. His successful researches into haematology are hardly known, and consequently have not received the publicity and fame they deserve. This fact is well exemplified by his microscopy work in 1839 with leukaemia. Whilst at the Hotel Dieu, Donne's consultative services were requested by Barth and Chomel for a woman patient aged 44 suffering from a painless left-sided abdominal tumour filling the left side of the abdomen. He requested a specimen of blood for examination after being presented with the history and clinical findings, and wrote Barth as follows (Dreyfus, 1957): patients such a great number of these cells, that even the least experienced observer is greatly impressed. I had an opportunity of seeing these in a patient under Dr.
Rayer at the HOpital de la Charitd. This man was affected by arteritis especially in his leg vessels. Both legs showed ecchymoses and gangrenous blisters. The blood of this patient showed such a number of white cells that I thought his blood was mixed with pus, but in the end, I was able to observe a clear-cut difference between these cells, and the white cells.'
Here for the first time in medical history we find leukaemia linked with abnormal blood pathology.
In 1842, he announced his discovery of blood platelets to the Academy of Sciences (Donne, 1842) and these were incorporated in his 'Atlas of Microscopy'.
In It is surely a grave reflection on medical and scientific posterity, that this great figure remains virtually unknown outside France. Indeed, there is no statue of him in the whole of France, yet his contribution to medical and scientific progress is inestimable, and his discoveries must surely gain him an honoured place among contemporary giants like Ehrlich and Pasteur. 
